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Many women in the southernmost provinces in Thailand have been affected by the
ongoing conflictand various natural disasters. This situation has compelled a substantial
number of women, who were not previously in the workforce, to assume the role of
breadwinners for their families. Out of necessities, they have sought job opportunities to

ensure the financial well-being of their children and other dependents.
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The Chevron Fund for Life project began in 2015 through a collaboration between
Chevron Thailand Exploration and Production, Ltd. and Raks Thai Foundation, aiming to
offer support to women in the three border provinces of the southern region of Thailand.
It established several community-based women occupational groups by equipping them
with knowledge, resources, and financial assistance to develop small-scale community
businesses with the potential for growth and prosperity. Over the course of more than a
decade under the Chevron Fund for Life project, we have witnessed transformation and

resilience among the participants.

Ms. Kitima Masula, a member of the "Batik" fabric group in Guey Yai Village, Yi Ngo
District, Narathiwat Province

| started off by taking sewing jobs. But later, my friends and | got the idea to repurpose
leftover fabric since we were already into working with fabrics. So, we started thinking
about making small items like souvenirs, bags, and similar products.

After a while, we noticed that a lot of people in Narathiwat province really liked Batik

fabric. So, we decided to expand our efforts to produce and use Batik fabric.

Ms. Walee Maw Samae, a member of the "Khanom Jaohu" (ear-piercing snacks) group

in Panan Village, Mai Yo District, Pattani Province

At first, | worked as a rubber tapper, but | didn’'t see as many opportunities in the job as |
wanted. That’s when, | decided to making "Khanom Jaohu" snacks. In the past, | used to

make and sell these snacks all on my own.

Mr. Pativate Boonyapaluk, Vice President of Health, Safety, and Environment, Chevron

Thailand Exploration and Production, Ltd.

In many projects supported by Chevron, our commitment has consistently centered
around enhancing the capabilities of women, children, and youth. Our aim is to empower
them with knowledge and skills for sustainable livelihoods, ultimately contributing to the
economic development of their communities and improving their overall quality of life. We

hope that our efforts could enhance quality of life of our targeted groups.

Our work goes beyond just providing assistance; it also involves creating a safe
environment and assessing the readiness and specific needs of each occupational group

that the project supports. In addition to providing equipment, we maintain ongoing
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communication with the groups to identify any additional needs. At the same time, we
also focus on enhancing the vocational skills of these women groups based on their
strengths. This comprehensive approach aims to create a secure and empowering

environment for them to thrive.

Ms. Pennapa Khongdee, Project Coordinator of the Chevron Fund for Life project, Raks

Thai Foundation

When we visit the field and the communities, we encounter various issues, especially
those related to women. For instance, when we visit a women occupational group, they
would share the problems occurring in the community, and we listen and acknowledge
them. Providing them with assistance becomes both a challenge and a source of

immense pride for us.

Ms. Kitima Masula, a member of the "Batik" fabric group in Guey Yai Village, Yi Ngo
District, Narathiwat Province

We received significant support from Chevron, particularly in the form of equipment and
machines. With these machines, we can transform fabric in various ways. Prior to
acquiring these machines, our capabilities were limited. But now, with this equipment, we
can produce a variety of items. For example, recently, we made iPad bags using the

fabric we worked on.

Ms. Walee Maw, a member of the "Khanom Jaohu" (ear-piercing snacks) group in Panan

Village, Mai Yo District, Pattani Province

After a while, | began to feel that life was improving. It was Chevron that provided the
opportunity for a fresh start. They gave us both the necessary tools and an oven, which
inspired and motivated us to work harder. Now, we can maintain a decent standard of

living because of their support.

Mr. Pativate Boonyapaluk, Vice President of Health, Safety, and Environment, Chevron
Thailand Exploration and Production, Ltd.

Since Chevron joined forces with Raks Thai Foundation, | have witnessed continuous

and positive changes in the lives of women in the three border provinces of the southem
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region. | am confident that these positive changes will persist and contribute significantly

to improving the quality of life for women, children, and youth in these three provinces.

Ms. Kitima Masula, a member of the "Batik" fabric group in Guey Yai Village, Yi Ngo
District, Narathiwat Province

From the beginning, we had nothing, but now we have machines and other equipment to
enhance our work. We can generate additional income and create livelihoods within our

community.

Throughout its nine years of continuous operation, the Chevron Fund for Life project has
provided equipment and support to more than 116 occupational groups, benefiting more
than 1,500 direct beneficiaries. Additionally, it has indirectly improved the lives of over

20,000 family members in the communities.

Ms. Pennapa Khongdee, Project Coordinator of the Chevron Fund for Life project, Raks

Thai Foundation

Moving forward, we hope to continue the Chevron Fund for Life project because it has
proven effective in reaching out to women occupational groups within communities and

contributing to happier families and communities.

HHEH
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